
Slide 1 

 

Pink Glove Dance
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http://early-childhood-classroom.wikispaces.com
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Lights, Camera, Action !!!
Creating a positive, interactive learning 

environment

Sharon Kruger, M.ED.

Region 5 ESC

School Readiness 

Integration Program 

Coordinator

409-923-5440

skruger@esc5.net
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Welcome

ÅAgenda

ïLights

ÅIdeas

ïCamera

ÅSetting Up

ÅBlueprint

ïAction

ÅMaking It Happen
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Goals

ÅUnderstand the factors that contribute to a 

quality learning environment.

ÅDesign an effective learning environment 

using room arrangement.  

5

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

__________ 

  



Slide 6 

 

Goals

Obtain knowledge about the Learning 

Environments recommendations in the 

Texas Prekindergarten Curriculum 

Guidelines.

Obtain knowledge about the Texas 

Childcare Licensing Minimum Standards
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GROUND RULES
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On the wall chart, write down the features of stores where  you love  

to go shopping.
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On the wall chart, write down the features of stores where  you 

hate to go shopping.
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Letôs talk about great places to shop.
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Letôs talk about great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

__________ 

  



Slide 19 

 

Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about great places 

to shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Letôs talk about 

great places to 

shop.
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Approved by the Commissioner of Education, 

May 21, 2008

REVISED  TEXAS PREKINDERGARTEN

GUIDELINES

2008
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Texas Childcare 

Licensing Minimum 

Standards
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ñEvery child needs one person 

who is crazy about him.ò
Uri Bronfenbrenner
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MOVIE STAR NAME

On an index card write down your 

middle name.

Then write down the name of the 

road that you lived on as a child.
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Date Night

You are going out to eat and then 

to the movies with your first love.  

Think about what would make it a 

great date. 
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Lights

ÅThree Aõs for Designing a Classroom
Wonderful Rooms Where Children Can Bloom!
By Jean R. Feldman

J Aesthetics: The love of beautiful things.

J Ambiance: Refers to the mood.

J Attitude:  Respect for individual children and their 

families.

Å. 
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The BEFORE picture 
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The AFTER picture of the same classroom.
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Camera

ÅTraffic patterns

ÅMaterials placed at childrenôs level

ÅOrganized storage

ÅAdequate equipment and supplies

ÅClearly delineated areas

ÅOrganization and Routine of Activities

ÅCoordinated placement of centers

ÅSmall group and independent work areas

ÅLarge group areas 
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Traffic patterns

ÅSpace to move

ÅNo runways

ÅArt near sink

ÅWhere to line up, etc.

ÅAnchoring
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Materials

ÅAt a childôs level

ÅIndependent access

ÅTrue purpose
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Organized Storage

ÅAvoid Chaos, confusion

ÅAdds to student security

ÅClassroom materials

ÅStudent belongings

ÅTeacher belongings

ÅLabeled
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Clearly delineated 

areas

ÅLow boundaries

ÅUnobstructed view

ÅCan use furniture, tape, rugs

ÅInclude tables in centers 
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Adequate 

equipment and 

supplies

ÅVariety of materials

ÅSometimes two sets

ÅPlan before you do

ÅRotate materials
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Childhood 

Memories

ÅWith your neighbor, talk about 

activities you enjoyed the most as 

a child.  

ÅGet five post it notes and a pen or 

a pencil.
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Childhood Memories
on your first post it note record 

your new partnerôs answers

ÅWhat did you do as a young child?

ÅWhere did you enjoy playing? Do 

you tend to remember indoor places, 

outdoor places, or both? Why?
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Childhood 

Memories

Say thank you to 

your current 

partner and then 

Move to a new 

partner to make a 

new group of 2 or 

3
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Childhood Memories
on your second  post it note 

record your new partnerôs 

answers

ÅWhat did you do as a young child?

ÅWhere did you enjoy playing? Do 

you tend to remember indoor places, 

outdoor places, or both? Why?
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Childhood 

Memories

Say thank you in 

Italian to your 

current partner and 

then 

Move to a new 

partner to make a 

new group of 2 or 

3
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Childhood Memories
record answers on third post it 

note

ÅWhat materials did you use and 

enjoy? Did your favorite 

playthings tend to be ñfoundò 

(natural or scrap) materials, or 

were they usually commercial or 

purchased materials? Why?
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Childhood 

Memories

Say thank you in 

French to your 

current partner and 

then 

Move to a new 

partner to make a 

new group of 2 or 

3
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Childhood Memories
record answers on fourthpost it 

note

ÅWhat materials did you use and 

enjoy? Did your favorite 

playthings tend to be ñfoundò 

(natural or scrap) materials, or 

were they usually commercial or 

purchased materials? Why?
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Childhood 

Memories

Say thank you in 

Dutch to your 

current partner and 

then 

Move to a new 

partner to make a 

new group of 2 or 

3
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Childhood Memories
record answers on fifth post it 

note

ÅHow do your recollections bear 

on the task of arranging and 

equipping spaces for active 

learners? To what extent can and 

should an early childhood setting 

include space and materials for 

the kinds of play you remember 

enjoying as a young child.
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Childhood 

Memories

Say thank you in 

German to your 

current partner and 

then 

Return to your 

original small 

group
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Childhood Memories

ÅShare the memories that were 

collected with your small group 

table.

ÅCategorize the activities by putting 

similar activities together.
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Childhood Memories

ÅHow do your recollections bear on 

the task of arranging and equipping 

spaces for active learners? To what 

extent can and should an early 

childhood setting include space and 

materials for the kinds of play you 

remember enjoying as a young child.
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Large Group Area

ÅOpen but defined area 

ÅAccommodate all the children

ÅSit comfortably or do large muscle 

movement

ÅFree of distractions

ÅMore than one way to come and 

go
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Large Group Area

94

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

__________ 

  



Slide 95 

 

Large Group Area
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Small Group Area

ÅDoes not have to be a separate area

ÅConsider carts with materials
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Small Group Area
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Small Group Area
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Small Group Area
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Creative Curriculum in Action! Video on 

Learning Environments
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Independent Work 

areas

ÅEnough space for everyone

ÅUse towels, placemats

ÅTables can be part of centers

ÅWork tubs
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Centers
ÅBig Seven

ïABC

ïWriterôs Corner

ïConstruction

ïLibrary and Listening

ïPretend and Learn

ïCreativity Station

ïMath and Science

ÅOthers

ïComputer

ïSpecial Interest
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Considerations

ÅClear boundaries

ÅVisibility

ÅVisual prompts when centers are not 
an option

ÅAdequate number of centers

ÅSize and location of centers

ÅNumber of children in centers

ÅOrganization of materials

ÅPreparation of centers

ÅChild size furniture
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How Learning 

Centers Look
Create meaningful and engaging learning 

centers

ïRelevant to childrenôs needs, 
interests, culture and lives

ïHighly engaging and interesting

ïVariety of materials in each center

ïChanged and rotated on a regular basis

ïBooks, printed materials and writing 
materials in each center
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Independent Work areas
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